
Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) 
 
 
 

Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians Mixed Income Housing Development Project  
Siletz Indian Reservation, Lincoln County, Oregon 

 
Based on the attached Final Environmental Assessment’s (EA) for the proposed development of 
a Tribally owned 8.85-acre parcel of Siletz Indian Reservation land within Section 1, Township 7 
South, Range 3 West, Willamette Meridian, Lincoln County, Oregon, I have determined that by 
implementation of the agency proposed action and environmental mitigation measures as 
specified in the EA, the proposed Siletz Mixed Income Housing Development Project will have 
no significant impact on the quality of the human environment. In accordance with Section 102 
(2) (c) of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as amended, an Environmental Impact 
Statement will not be required.  
 
This determination is supported by the following:  
 
1. The EA discloses the environmental consequences of the No Action and the Proposed Action 

Alternative – (the development of a Tribally owned 8.85-acre parcel to accommodate up to 
40 mixed income housing units, a 3,000 square foot conference room, and adjoining offices). 
Alternative sites were evaluated until significant findings did not warrant further analysis. 
The no Action Alternative would not meet ameliorate the housing shortage on the Siletz 
Indian Reservation. 

 
2. Protective measures will be levied to protect air (Clean Air Act as amended 42 U.S.C. 7401 

et seq.) and water quality (Clean Water Act of 1977, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), including but 
not limited to a National Pollution Discharge Permit System (NPDES) General Construction 
Stormwater Permit and the development and implementation of a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP). Construction activities would be limited to daytime hours 
between the hours of 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. to limit noise disturbance. 

 
3. The proposed action will not jeopardize threatened or endangered species (Threatened and 

Endangered Species Act of 1983, as amended, 16 U.S.C et seq.). Refer to the ‘Statutory-
Checklist’ (Siletz Mixed Income Housing Development Project EA, pg. 6).  

 
4. There are no adverse effects on historic properties (National Historic Preservation Act, as 

amended 16 U.S.C 470) for the purpose of 36 CFR 800.9 (b). Should undiscovered 
archeological remains be encountered during project ground-disturbing activities, work will 
stop in the area of discovery and the stipulations of 36 CFR 800.11 will be followed.  

 
5. The proposed action will not cause a significant effect to energy resources (Energy Policy 

Act of 2005), water resources, wetlands (E.O. 11990), or flood plains (E.O. 11988). 
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6. The proposed action will not affect unique characteristics of the geographic area such as the 

proximity to park lands, prime farmlands, wetlands, wild and scenic rivers, or ecologically 
critical areas. 

 
7. The proposed action will not have highly controversial or uncertain effects on the human 

environment or involve unique or unknown risks. A Phase I ESA and several Limited Phase 
II ESA Investigations were completed for this property. The ESA and EA reports submitted 
fulfill the requirements of NEPA, 40 CFR § 312 and the ASTM E 1527 Standard Practice, 
and the property is suitable for acquisition under the U.S. Department of the Interior Manual 
602 DM 2.13 (Revision 2; BIA Siletz – Fee-to-Trust Application Environmental Compliance 
Review Memorandum, pgs. 3-4, dated May 9, 2023).  

 
8. The proposed action will not establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects 

or represent a decision in principle about a consideration. 
 
9. This proposed action does not involve disproportionate adverse human health or 

environmental effects to minority or low-income communities (Environmental Justice E.S. 
12898; Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964). 

 
10. The proposed action will not threaten a violation of Federal, State, or local law or 

requirements imposed for the protection of the environment. 
 
 
 
 
 
  5/10/23 
Bryan K. Mercier  Date 
Northwest Regional Office 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
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