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Ramirez speaks on service, sacrifice, and community during ceremony
By Andy Taylor

Memorial Day is dedicated to 
honoring the men and women of the 
armed forces who have died in service 
to the nation. While it is often associ-
ated with the unofficial start of sum-
mer, its true meaning lies in reflection, 
remembrance, and gratitude for the 
sacrifices made to protect the free-
doms Americans enjoy today.

The day also serves as a powerful 
reminder of the cost of freedom. The 
privileges enjoyed in everyday life 
from freedom of speech to the right 
to vote, have been secured, in part, 
by those who paid the ultimate price. 

Recognizing this sacrifice encour-
ages a deeper understanding of civic 
duty and inspires individuals to 
contribute to their communities in 
meaningful ways.

Annually, the tribe hosts a Memo-
rial Day Celebration to ignite the 

remembrance of our own members 
of service. This event is held at the 
veteran’s memorial wall, rain or shine. 
There is an honored speaker of the 
event and this year Cristian Ramirez 
was willing to share his experience 
and life in service to our country. 

Speech by Cristian Ramirez
Good morning, my name is Offi-

cer Ramirez with the California High-
way Patrol… the reason I stopped 
you... Sorry. 

Usually when I speak to the pub-
lic, somebody is getting a ticket.

But truly, my name is Cristian 
Armando Ramirez. I am the father 
of Keanu River Ramirez, husband 
of Leticia Ramirez, son of Angela 
Ramirez, grandson of Shirley Walker, 
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Tribal veteran, Cristain Ramirez on Memorial Day, giving his speech

Miles of meaning, shared memories and culture at Run to the Rogue

Enjoy rivers and lakes this summer without taking unnecessary risks
By Andy Taylor

As summer heat settles in, many 
in our community will naturally head 
to rivers and lakes to cool off. While 
these places bring relief and family 
fun recreation, they can also become 
dangerous very quickly, especially 
when people aren’t prepared. His-
torically water related incidents have 
shown just how fast a fun day on the 
water can turn tragic. Safety experts 
stress that river conditions can change 
in an instant and often catch people 
off guard.

One of the biggest risks people 
underestimate is cold water. Even on 

the hottest days, rivers remain cold 
enough to trigger what’s known as 
cold water shock. This sudden reac-
tion can cause an involuntary gasp, 
rapid breathing, and panic, making it 
difficult or impossible to swim, even 
for someone who is otherwise confi-
dent in the water. 

Many drowning victims never 
intended to enter the water at all. 
Something as simple as slipping on 
a rock can lead to immediate danger.  
That’s why one of the most important 

By Andy Taylor
Run to the Rogue once again 

brought people together in a pow-
erful and meaningful way blending 
endurance, history, and community 
into something far greater than the 
miles traveled. Rooted in honoring 
the journey of those who were forc-
ibly removed from their Rogue River 
homelands, the run carries deep cul-
tural significance while creating space 
for reflection, healing, and connection 
in the present.  

Throughout the run, participants 
of all ages as well as runners, walkers, 
and supporters shared in the experi-
ence. There was a strong sense of 
camaraderie through early mornings, 
late nights, long stretches of road, and 
time spent together at camp. Whether 
someone joined for a single leg or 
the entire route, each contribution 

strengthened the collective spirit of 
the run. 

What truly makes this event 
special is the sense of unity and 
shared purpose that carries every-
one forward. From the energy and 
excitement of youth to the guidance 
of elders who remember restoration, 
the run continues to strengthen bonds 
across generations and keep cultural 
traditions alive. 

A heartfelt ‘thank-you’ goes out 
to the culture department staff and 
all the organizers, volunteers, and 
behind-the-scenes helpers, drivers, 
cooks, and support crews, whose care 
and dedication make this journey pos-
sible year after year. 

Run to the Rogue photos  
pages 12-15.

Graduation announcements  
pages 10-11.
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Kevin Goodell carried the eagle staff down the first mile, leading the honor 
guard and participants to the first hand off
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Contact methods 
for the Public 

Information team: 

Email: PIAS@ctsi.nsn.us

Siletz News
 P.O. Box 549

Siletz, OR  97380-0549

For questions, call  
541-444-8293

Deadline for the August 
issue is of Siletz News is July 
10, 2026. Submission of articles 
and photos are encouraged.

Please check the Passages 
Policy on page 20 when submit-
ting items for Passages.

Elders Council Meeting
The Elders Council will host an in-person/Zoom hybrid meeting 

on Saturday, July 11, 2026 at 1 p.m. in Lincoln City, Ore. 
If you have any questions, please contact the Elders Program at 

541-444-8212.

Information for the upcoming 2026 
General Welfare distribution

Tribal Court would like to remind Tribal Members to keep their address 
current with Enrollment. 

The 2026 hearing dates are July 14 and 15, 2026.
The Division of Child Support has their liaison available to assist individu-

als with child support issues. 
Contact Tribal Court for an appointment or the contact information of the 

Child Support Liaison. 

Any request to update addresses must be sent to Enrollment.

Run to the Rogue

This year’s Run to the Rogue saw 
a fantastic turnout. A huge thank you 
goes out to all the staff, volunteers, 
and runners who made this event 
such a success. Your time, energy, 
and dedication truly made it possible.

As we move into the summer 
season, we encourage families to stay 
engaged with upcoming youth activi-
ties. These events are primarily shared 
on our Facebook page, so be sure to 
follow along for the latest updates. 

You can also reach out to your area 
office youth services provider for more 
information.

Upcoming events

One exciting event just around 
the corner is Culture Camp, taking 
place July 7–9. This is a wonderful 
opportunity for members of all ages 
to learn and connect through cultural 
crafts and traditional practices.

Be sure to also mark your cal-
endars for the August 1, General 

Council meeting, which will be held 
at Chinook Winds Casino Resort. The 
meeting will feature a presentation 
on the General Welfare Exclusion for 
the membership, followed by time for 
membership concerns and the Chair-
man’s report.

Finally, don’t miss the Annual 
Nesika Illahee Pow-Wow, happen-
ing August 7–9. This special event 
celebrates community, culture, and 
tradition, and we look forward to see-
ing everyone there.
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Notice to Tribal Members
The August 1, 2026, General Council meeting is set to take place at 

Chinook Winds Casino Resort. This meeting location has been moved 
to accommodate the General Welfare presentation, to the membership 
in partnership with Tribal Council. 

You can find FAQ’s on the CTSI General Welfare Exclusion update, 
in the news postings, on the members side of the website.

Lunch will be provided, at noon. The presentation will follow with 
the beginning of the meeting, at 1 p.m.

Whale talk on the Amanda Trail
On June 6, 2026, four CTSI employees (three of whome are Siletz Tribal 

Members) held a public presentation at the Amanda Trail site in Yachats to 
honor a humpback whale that had washed ashore in November 2025 near San 
Marine, just north of Yachats. 

The whale had been humanly euthanized by the Marine Mammal Strand-
ing Unit, as there were no other options for it to survive. Because of this, the 
public who are non-indigenous and not aware of the history behind coastal 
Native Americans harvesting whales, created massive hate backlash. Some 
in person, most online. The reasoning behind the public presentation was to 
help people who are non-indigenous understand the historical and cultural 
significance of harvesting whales. 

165 people showed up to listen, to show support and to learn. Two hours 
later, when Lisa Norton, Todd Logan, Josh Rilatos and Dylan Gorman were 
done recounting their experiences with this event, they were met with a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd. 

Courtesy photo from Tina Retasket 

Left to right: Josh Rilatos, Todd Logan, Lisa Norton, and Dylan Gorman sit 
together in front of the crowd. Together, they answered questions and gave 
their story on harvesting the whale


