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Miles of meanmg, shared memories and culture at Run to the Rogue

Photo by Andy Taylor

Kevin Goodell carried the eagle staff down the first mile, leading the honor
guard and participants to the first hand off

By Andy Taylor

Run to the Rogue once again
brought people together in a pow-
erful and meaningful way blending
endurance, history, and community
into something far greater than the
miles traveled. Rooted in honoring
the journey of those who were forc-
ibly removed from their Rogue River
homelands, the run carries deep cul-
tural significance while creating space
for reflection, healing, and connection
in the present.

Throughout the run, participants
of all ages as well as runners, walkers,
and supporters shared in the experi-
ence. There was a strong sense of
camaraderie through early mornings,
late nights, long stretches of road, and
time spent together at camp. Whether
someone joined for a single leg or
the entire route, each contribution

strengthened the collective spirit of
the run.

What truly makes this event
special is the sense of unity and
shared purpose that carries every-
one forward. From the energy and
excitement of youth to the guidance
of elders who remember restoration,
the run continues to strengthen bonds
across generations and keep cultural
traditions alive.

A heartfelt ‘thank-you’ goes out
to the culture department staff and
all the organizers, volunteers, and
behind-the-scenes helpers, drivers,
cooks, and support crews, whose care
and dedication make this journey pos-
sible year after year.

Run to the Rogue photos
pages 12-15.
Graduation announcements
pages 10-11.

Enjoy rivers and lakes this summer W|thout taking unnecessary risks

By Andy Taylor

As summer heat settles in, many
in our community will naturally head
to rivers and lakes to cool off. While
these places bring relief and family
fun recreation, they can also become
dangerous very quickly, especially
when people aren’t prepared. His-
torically water related incidents have
shown just how fast a fun day on the
water can turn tragic. Safety experts
stress that river conditions can change
in an instant and often catch people
off guard.

One of the biggest risks people
underestimate is cold water. Even on

the hottest days, rivers remain cold
enough to trigger what’s known as
cold water shock. This sudden reac-
tion can cause an involuntary gasp,
rapid breathing, and panic, making it
difficult or impossible to swim, even
for someone who is otherwise confi-
dent in the water.

Many drowning victims never
intended to enter the water at all.
Something as simple as slipping on
arock can lead to immediate danger.
That’s why one of the most important

River, on page 8

Ramirez speaks on service, sacrifice, and community during ceremony

By Andy Taylor

Memorial Day is dedicated to
honoring the men and women of the
armed forces who have died in service
to the nation. While it is often associ-
ated with the unofficial start of sum-
mer, its true meaning lies in reflection,
remembrance, and gratitude for the
sacrifices made to protect the free-
doms Americans enjoy today.

The day also serves as a powerful
reminder of the cost of freedom. The
privileges enjoyed in everyday life
from freedom of speech to the right
to vote, have been secured, in part,
by those who paid the ultimate price.

Recognizing this sacrifice encour-
ages a deeper understanding of civic
duty and inspires individuals to
contribute to their communities in
meaningful ways.

Annually, the tribe hosts a Memo-
rial Day Celebration to ignite the

remembrance of our own members
of service. This event is held at the
veteran’s memorial wall, rain or shine.
There is an honored speaker of the
event and this year Cristian Ramirez
was willing to share his experience
and life in service to our country.

Speech by Cristian Ramirez

Good morning, my name is Offi-
cer Ramirez with the California High-
way Patrol... the reason I stopped
you... Sorry.

Usually when I speak to the pub-
lic, somebody is getting a ticket.

But truly, my name is Cristian
Armando Ramirez. I am the father
of Keanu River Ramirez, husband
of Leticia Ramirez, son of Angela
Ramirez, grandson of Shirley Walker,

Memorial, on page 5

Photo by Andy Taylor

Tribal veteran, Cristain Ramirez on Memorial Day, giving his speech



Run to the Rogue

This year’s Run to the Rogue saw
a fantastic turnout. A huge thank you
goes out to all the staff, volunteers,
and runners who made this event
such a success. Your time, energy,
and dedication truly made it possible.

As we move into the summer
season, we encourage families to stay
engaged with upcoming youth activi-
ties. These events are primarily shared
on our Facebook page, so be sure to
follow along for the latest updates.

Information for the upcoming 2026
General Welfare distribution

Tribal Court would like to remind Tribal Members to keep their address

current with Enrollment.

The 2026 hearing dates are July 14 and 15, 2026.
The Division of Child Support has their liaison available to assist individu-

als with child support issues.

Contact Tribal Court for an appointment or the contact information of the

Child Support Liaison.

Any request to update addresses must be sent to Enroliment.

Elders Council Meeting
The Elders Council will host an in-person/Zoom hybrid meeting
on Saturday, July 11, 2026 at 1 p.m. in Lincoln City, Ore.
If you have any questions, please contact the Elders Program at
541-444-8212.

GRADUATES & FAMILIES
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CLASS OF '26
COLLEGE/VOCATION

Send your graduate info to CandaceH@ctsi.nsn.us by
July 20th to be included in the
Annual Student Gathering celebration slideshow!

In your email, please include:
Student's name

School graduating from
o Degree(s) earned if applicable

Date of graduation
Plans after graduation
Photo of student

Please contact CandaceH@ctsi.nsn.us with any questions

( )

Deadline for the August
issue is of Siletz News is July
10, 2026. Submission of articles
and photos are encouraged.

Please check the Passages
Policy on page 20 when submit-
ting items for Passages.

fQ

Contact methods
for the Public
Information team:

Email: PIAS@ctsi.nsn.us

Siletz News
P.0. Box 549
Siletz, OR 97380-0549

For questions, call
541-444-8293

You can also reach out to your area
office youth services provider for more
information.

Upcoming events

One exciting event just around
the corner is Culture Camp, taking
place July 7—9. This is a wonderful
opportunity for members of all ages
tolearn and connect through cultural
crafts and traditional practices.

Be sure to also mark your cal-
endars for the August 1, General

Council meeting, which will be held
at Chinook Winds Casino Resort. The
meeting will feature a presentation
on the General Welfare Exclusion for
the membership, followed by time for
membership concerns and the Chair-
man’s report.

Finally, don’t miss the Annual
Nesika Illahee Pow-Wow, happen-
ing August 7—9. This special event
celebrates community, culture, and
tradition, and we look forward to see-
ing everyone there.

Annual Student

Gathering

A day to honor our college graduates...

Saturday, July 25 « at Noon

Siletz Tribal Community Center
402 NE Government Hill Dr, Siletz, OR 97380
Zoom Option Available: https:/zoom.us/j99425943653

Join the Kducation Committee and C'T'SI
Education staff for a day of honoring our

2025-2026 Academic year graduates.

Graduates will be honored in the Siletz News and at the Student

Gathering and awarded a gift on behalf of the committee and Tribe.

If you are a 2026 Tribal member graduate with your associates;
bachelors; trade school; masters; or doctorate level degree and
wish to attend, please RSVP to your Education Specialist.

Jeff Sweet
Siletz Area
JeffS@ctsi.nsn.us
Candace Hill

Eugene Area

CandaceH@ctsi.nsn.us

Sonya Moody-Jurado
Salem Area

SonyaM]@ctsi.nsn.us

Katy Holland
Portland Area

KatyH@ctsi.nsn.us

Frioay, Juty 10

VETERANS SWEAT

Open 10 ALt VeTerANs

FIRST DRIVEWAY ON THE RIGHT-->

SweaT ADDRESS:
45000 SW Heso Ro Granp Rowpk, OR

SERVIGE

(503) 879-1484 = CTGRTribalVs:

SummIT ADDRESS: UYIAT POWWOW GROUNDS AT 9600 SW Heso Ro. Grano Ronos Oreson, 97347

THE CONFEDERATED TRIBES OF GRAND RONDE |
2026 VETERANS SUMMIT,

ALt VETERANS & THIER Famiuies ARE WELcOME! JOIN Us AT OUR VETERANS SUMMIT AS
WE EXPLORE AND CELEBRATE “BRAIN Heattu"! WALK THROUGH OUR GIANT “BRAIN"
AND PARTICIPATE IN OUR BRAIN HEALTH STATIONS.

REMARKS FROM THE OREGON DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, VETERANS AFFAIRS AND VARIOUS
PARTNERS WHO PROVIDE VETERAN SERVICES.

VeTERANS sweaT =~ FLY FISHING DEMONSTRATION ~ LIVE GUITAR ~
VETERAN RESOURCE TABLES ~ PILATES MINI CLASSES = NECKLACE MAKING

STAY THE WEEKEND FOR THE 2026 MaRcELLUS NORWEST VETERANS Powwow!
Frioay, Juty 101 - 5 p.M. ROYALTY 0UT60ING & CROWNING - 7 P.M. - GRAND ENTRY
Saruroay, Juty 11 - 1 p.m. & 7 .m. crano Entry & Suwnpay, Juty 127 - { p.m. - GRAND ENTRY

GrandRonde.Org
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SCHEDULE

9:00 A.M. - RegisTRATION OPENS &

28 CoNTINENTAL BREAKFAST

d  10:30 A.M.- Openine Ceremony
10:30 AM. 10 12 PM. - PresEnTERS
12:00 PM. - 1 PM. Luncy & Guitar
Demo

1:00 PM. - 3:30 PM. - Presenters &
Acnvities

3:30 PM. - Crosing

ey

v Office of

r o« Relations

FOR TICKETS
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Notice to Tribal Members

The August 1, 2026, General Council meeting is set to take place at
Chinook Winds Casino Resort. This meeting location has been moved
to accommodate the General Welfare presentation, to the membership
in partnership with Tribal Council.

You can find FAQ’s on the CTSI General Welfare Exclusion update,
in the news postings, on the members side of the website.

Lunch will be provided, at noon. The presentation will follow with
the beginning of the meeting, at 1 p.m.
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Whale talk on the Amanda Trail

On June 6, 2026, four CTSI employees (three of whome are Siletz Tribal
Members) held a public presentation at the Amanda Trail site in Yachats to
honor a humpback whale that had washed ashore in November 2025 near San
Marine, just north of Yachats.

The whale had been humanly euthanized by the Marine Mammal Strand-
ing Unit, as there were no other options for it to survive. Because of this, the
public who are non-indigenous and not aware of the history behind coastal
Native Americans harvesting whales, created massive hate backlash. Some
in person, most online. The reasoning behind the public presentation was to
help people who are non-indigenous understand the historical and cultural
significance of harvesting whales.

165 people showed up to listen, to show support and to learn. Two hours
later, when Lisa Norton, Todd Logan, Josh Rilatos and Dylan Gorman were
done recounting their experiences with this event, they were met with a stand-
ing ovation from the crowd.

Courtesy photo from Tina Retasket

Left to right: Josh Rilatos, Todd Logan, Lisa Norton, and Dylan Gorman sit
together in front of the crowd. Together, they answered questions and gave
their story on harvesting the whale
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ANNUAL

Nesika lllahee

Pow-Wow

August 7™, 8" & 9t 2026

Pauline Ricks Memorial
Pow-Wow Grounds
Government Hill Siletz, OR

AllDancers & Drummers Welcome!
Drummers—please bring your own chairs.

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
August 6™ August 7t August 8t August 9
Royalty Pageant— Memorial/Giveaways— Parade-10AM  Grand Entry-12PM
6 PM Noon-5PM Grand Entry— Salmon Dinner to Follow

Presentation of Crowns—6 PM 1PM &7PM

Grand Entry-7 PM

Camping Fee $25; $5 pet fee/ per pet (camping area).Campgrounds open Thursday at 8 AM.

Dance Categories . Specials

Golden Age | $600, $500, $400, Old Style vs $1,000, $700, $500

Contemporary

& Adult $300, $200 Jingle +a Pendleton Blanket ﬁ
Teen | $300, $250, $200, $150, $100

Youth | $150, $100, $75, $50, $25 Board + Gifts forall dancers
Teen & Youth Preliminaries Occur Friday Night

BabyBasket/ | $300,$200, $100

Plus!Round Bustle and Basket Cap Specials

Vendor registrationis required. For more info, call the Pow-Wow Information Line
at 541-444-8398 or visit www.ctsi.nsn.us/heritage/pow-wow.

Sponsored by Chinook Winds Casino Resort and Pepsi Bottling Co.




